Our top priority at CDFA’s CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing Division is the processing of annual cannabis cultivation licensing applications. It can take several months to process an application, and the timeframe varies greatly depending primarily on the completeness of an application. In addition, before CDFA can process an application, we must send a local-authorization inquiry to the local jurisdiction and they must provide confirmation that the applicant is not in violation of any local laws. The local jurisdictions have up to 60 business days to respond to the inquiry. We urge those who have already submitted an annual application to log on to their online accounts regularly to check on the status of their application and look for possible deficiency messages; the sooner applicants resolve any deficiencies in their applications, the faster their applications will be processed. We have many step-by-step guides to the application process on the CalCannabis website at CalCannabis.cdfa.ca.gov, and two of the most important ones to read are A Reference Guide for the Application Attachments static.cdfa.ca.gov/MCCP/document/2018%200327%20Application%20Attachments_OPA.pdf and A Reference Guide for the Cultivation Plan static.cdfa.ca.gov/MCCP/document/2018%200323%20Cultivation%20Plan_OPA_3.29.18.pdf (both guides also are posted online in Spanish). If anyone needs additional help, they should send us their questions in an email at calcannabis@cdfa.ca.gov, or call us at 1-833-CALGROW.
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